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Dear Reader,

Frankfurt Airport is Germany’s gateway to the world and
also plays a major role in the Rhine-Main Region. In 2015,
the number of passengers who used Germany’s foremost
aviation hub exceeded 61 million for the first time. And
current forecasts indicate that the volume will increase to
72 million or more by the year 2023. To be ready in time
to accommodate this growth, we are now building a new
Terminal 3 that will have sufficient capacity for another

14 million travelers annually. We are installing state-of-theart technology, enhanced processes, and everything else
that it takes to ensure an outstanding passenger experience.
This is the promise expressed by our slogan, Gute Reise! We
make it happen. By creating Terminal 3, we are shaping the
future of Frankfurt Airport and the Rhine-Main Region. Read
on for detailed information about this fascinating construction project!

Dr. Stefan Schulte
Chairman of the Executive Board of Fraport AG

Visualization: www.moka-studio.com
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Futuristic and Clearly Structured
Europe’s most advanced terminal is taking shape in the south
of Frankfurt Airport with sufficient capacity to handle up to 14
million passengers a year. The planners and architects worked
hard to forge an ultramodern design with a comfortable
ambiance. The resulting design spans three levels. Generously dimensioned halls and daylight-flooded spaces evoke
a feeling of expansiveness. Floor-to-ceiling plate-glass windows give passengers an excellent view of the fascinating
action out on the airfield.

Easy Wayfinding
The clearly structured building lets travelers get where they
need to go by the fastest, most direct route, aided by escalators, moving ramps and walkways. Information on departing
and arriving flights can even be projected onto the ceiling so
it is constantly in view. And to make sure that passengers get
to their gates even while looking down at their smartphones,
they can be guided by fluorescent stripes on the floor.

In Terminal 3, leading-edge architecture and intelligent
systems combine to let people find their way quickly and
easily. Clear structures and easy navigation help them get
their bearings and make a beeline for any location within
the building. A large buffet of services contribute to ensuring
a pleasant stay at the airport. Here too, the airport’s operator, Fraport, is making a point of delivering on its promise:
Gute Reise! We make it happen.

New Vistas in the South of the Airport
Terminal 3 occupies an area in the south of
Frankfurt Airport that used to be the Rhein-Main Air
Base, which was the principal airlift and passenger
hub for United States military forces in Europe for
60 years. During the Cold War era, it also served
as the main American terminal in western Germany for the Berlin Airlift. After the base’s closure in
the fall of 2005, it was handed over to the German
government on December 30 of that year and integrated into Frankfurt Airport.
The official groundbreaking ceremony for the new
terminal took place on October 5, 2015. The first
construction phase comprises the main terminal
building, two piers, a new people mover system
including the required stations, and new, separate
access to the A5 motorway.

Legend
A Terminal 1
B Terminal 2
C Terminal 3 (first construction phase)
d Halls for arrivals and departures
e Airside (security) area
f Marketplace
g Pier H (Schengen)
h Pier J (non-Schengen)
i Parking
j Existing Sky Line people mover
k New people mover
l New access to the A5 motorway

Site plan Terminal 3
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A Look Back – and Ahead
Terminal 3 has already had quite an exciting history, with events
including an architectural competition, approval of the zoning
plan, granting of the construction permit, and a groundbreaking ceremony. Fraport and the city of Frankfurt got the ball
rolling in the late 1990s by initiating talks on a possible airport
expansion. Long-term projections left no doubt that passenger
volumes would continue to grow. In 2000, Fraport’s executive
board approved an expansion project comprising both the new
Runway Northwest (inaugurated in 2011) and a new terminal.

Architectural Competition

Groundbreaking Ceremony

In response to a call to submit ideas for the planned new terminal building, 46 architectural offices across Europe entered
draft proposals. After assessing them, an eight-member
panel of experts decided to award the contract to architect
Christoph Mäckler for his clear, forward-looking design, in
which the piers, gates and lounges take inspiration from the
streets and squares of a city.

After years of intensive planning, evaluations and checks, on
October 5, 2015 the official starting gun went off for one
of Europe’s largest privately financed infrastructural projects.
The groundbreaking ceremony for Terminal 3 was attended
by a large crowd of Fraport managers and employees as well
as invited politicians and businesspeople from Germany and
the Rhine-Main Region.

Excavation

Special Foundation Work – Divers in Their Element

Frankfurt Airport is a major driver of the local and national
economy. Fraport is therefore investing a considerable sum
Before the actual construction work could begin, it was first The next step required the excavators to continue deep- in Terminal 3 to ensure the airport’s international competinecessary to excavate a gigantic pit with an area of 65,900 ening the pit to below the water table. This resulted in an tiveness. Drawing on its long-standing experience in implesquare meters and a depth of about 5.5 meters. Excavators enormous pool of water at the construction site. Specially menting infrastructural projects, the airport operator decided
accomplished the task in only six months by removing soil trained scuba divers went to work getting everything ready to manage the new terminal’s construction itself instead of
fast enough to fill several hundred dump trucks a day. This to pour a concrete basin that would serve as the new ter- hiring a general contractor. This decision is greatly benefiting
phase was successfully completed in May 2016.
minal’s foundation. Throughout this stage, great care was the local building industry. Terminal 3 is fast becoming an
taken to conserve groundwater.
important hallmark of Frankfurt Airport and the entire region.
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Excellently Connected
Future travelers can reach Terminal 3 easily by car, bus or
taxi via direct access link from the A5 motorway and conveniently stop in front of the check-in hall or park right across
from it. Passengers can also easily get to the new terminal by
rail: a new people mover system quickly carries them to and
from the regional and long-distance train stations at Terminal 1 with a brief stop at Terminal 2.

Direct Motorway Access

Arriving by Car and Taxi

From Terminal to Terminal

Transfers on the Fly

The new terminal is optimally linked to the existing motor
way network. Drivers enjoy direct access from the A5
motorway as a result of extending the existing interchange
for Zeppelinheim. New service roads also connect the terminal to the existing airport facilities.

A state-of-the-art parking guidance and information system
reliably guide passengers who arrive in their own cars to one
of many available parking spaces. The parking lots are located very close to the terminal building to minimize walking
times and let them get to their departure gates fast.

Passengers can also quickly reach Terminal 3 by public transportation. To enable this, the existing Sky Line people mover
is being supplemented by a new system that lets passengers
shuttle between Terminals 1 and 3 via Terminal 2.

The trip between Terminals 1 and 3 on the new people mover takes only about eight minutes. These are the best possible
conditions to ensure that passengers can ideally reach connecting flights, even when they are scheduled at short intervals.

At Frankfurt Airport, travelers can always get where they
need to go quickly and without stress: from easily getting
to the airport by car or public transportation all the way to
rapid transfers between terminals and intelligent wayfinding
within the buildings. Fraport has also planned Terminal 3 to
ensure that all passengers have a positive travel experience
right from the start – in line with Fraport’s slogan, Gute Reise!
We make it happen.
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Shopping, Relaxation and Enjoyable Experiences
Whether travelers are leaving on or returning from a business trip or a holiday, they can count on a relaxed experience in Terminal 3. Floors and walls in soft, natural hues
impart a sensation of warmth and comfort. Sand and earth
colors in the arrivals hall on the ground level of the new
terminal exude a feeling of calm. And lovely plants dot the
interior for an even more vivid connection with nature.

Visualization: www.moka-studio.com

Arrive and Feel Good

Futuristic Eye-Catcher

An Oasis of Peace

In Terminal 3, a special atmosphere awaits passengers. Numerous restaurants, bistros and boutiques in a spacious marketplace at the heart of the main terminal building invite them to
browse and enjoy themselves. A wide range of well-prepared
international cuisines include something for every taste.

In addition to the extensive culinary offering, the marketplace contains plenty of attractive shopping opportunities. Its
futuristic design also makes it a real eye-catcher. Illuminated
wall decorations portray all of the earth’s continents, which
are also reflected in potted plants around the terminal.

Baobabs from Africa, eucalyptus trees from Australia, cacti
from the Americas: in Terminal 3, travelers get in the mood
for experiencing the wide world before leaving the ground.
Other services provide room for rest and recreation: for example, they can take a seat in a Silent Chair and lean back,
shielded from the background noise.

Shop and Relax

In addition to a wide range of shopping and dining opportunities, Terminal 3 offers passengers, whether they are young
A large number of different shops meet visitors’ every wish, or young at heart, many other ways to enjoyably pass the
large or small, 365 days a year. Retailers, for their part, ben- time. Kids can spend time romping in one of several play
efit from an international target group. And in comfortable, areas. Business travelers can take advantage of a workbench
spacious lounge areas, passengers can shorten the wait until to be productive during layovers. All of these things ensure
departure while enjoying excellent service and a direct view that time flies by at Terminal 3!
of the airfield.

Visualization: www.moka-studio.com
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Relaxed Departure and Arrival
At Terminal 3, many new ideas and technical innovations
make sure that passengers experience the lightness of flying
even before boarding. New self-service baggage drop-off
facilities and automated border checks with EasyPASS,
among many other things, save time while delivering greater convenience. Technologies that are already being tested
in the existing terminals today will be standard in Europe’s
most advanced passenger terminal right from the start.

Convenient Check-In

Quick Baggage Collection

To help passengers get off to a smart start on every trip, leading-edge technologies make check-in an even more pleasant
experience. Self-service bag drop-off facilities let them conveniently and quickly send their luggage on its way by themselves
without having to wait in line. To speed the whole process, Terminal 3 features up to 100 luggage drop-off and check-in counters.

To make sure that arriving passengers can reclaim their
bags as quickly as possible, there are up to 10 carousels
in Terminal 3. The border checks also go quickly thanks
to EasyPASS: travelers simply scan their biometric passport
(e-passport) and glance briefly at the camera to complete
the procedure.

Comfortable Travel

Get to Your Destination Faster

From check-in to the security and passport checks all the way
to retrieving bags from one of many carousels in Terminal 3
Fraport goes out of its way to make it as pleasant as possible Terminal 3 is no less than Europe’s most advanced termi- after arriving, leading-edge technology ensures that all airport
for all passengers to travel, right from the word go. In ad- nal. Frankfurt Airport is growing with it – yet the distances processes mesh even more smoothly. The goal is for all passendition to escalators, there are moving ramps and walkways for passengers remain short. By complying with a minimum gers to enjoy a pleasant travel experience, whether they are dethat can also be used with baggage carts or wheelchairs. connecting time of 45 minutes, Fraport makes sure that parting, arriving or transferring in Frankfurt. Fraport is installing
Terminal 3 thus offers full accessibility to all areas and for all passengers can comfortably reach connecting flights, even the most advanced available technology in the new terminal to
passengers.
when they are scheduled at short intervals.
make traveling even faster, easier and more comfortable.
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An International Hub in the Middle of Germany
Terminal 3 in Figures
Frankfurt Airport is Germany’s gateway to the world. Nowhere
else is it as easy for travelers to catch planes to nearly 300 destinations in more than 100 countries around the globe. It is
also a major transit hub: around 55% of passengers transfer
here – from and to different destinations around the world.
In terms of passenger volumes, Frankfurt is Europe’s fourthlargest airport and number 12 worldwide.

61

Million passengers

Hallmark of the Region
With more than 81,000 people working here, Frankfurt Airport is not only a major driver of the local economy, but
also Germany’s largest place of employment. The jobs are
at around 500 different companies at the airport, which
directly benefits the entire region. Frankfurt Airport is an
important hallmark of the Rhine-Main Region – also, but
not exclusively, because of its international importance.

In 2015, Frankfurt Airport welcomed 61 million
passengers – thus breaking the 60-million mark
for the first time.

Nearly

300 Destinations
in over 100 countries are
served from FRA.

About 89% of the more than 60 million passengers that use
Frankfurt Airport each year take flights to and from other
countries in Europe and around the globe. This fact gives
not only the airport but the entire Rhine-Main metropolitan
region a unique international atmosphere. FRA – to use the
airport’s IATA code – is a city in its own right that offers a
comprehensive range of services for travelers, including conference facilities, entertainment, and hundreds of attractive
shops and restaurants.

•
•
•

A footprint of 90,000 square meters: equivalent to about •
13 soccer fields
Total floor space of 306,000 square meters, spread over •
five upper levels and two subterranean levels
•
Two new piers with a total length of 1000 meters: Pier H
measuring 400 meters and Pier J 600 meters long

89 %

of the passengers at FRA take

international flights.

40 %

of the overall airfreight volume is
carried by passenger aircraft.

24 gate positions designed for docking by the latest
wide-body aircraft
Capacity for 14 million passengers a year
Terminal 3 is increasing the total number of check-in
counters at Frankfurt Airport to 480 to ensure fast, efficient processing of all departing passengers
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